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“This is life eternal, that they might know You, ghonly true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You havetse
John 17:3.

“We are in Him that is true, even in His Son, Jes@hrist. This is the true God,
and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselvé®m idols.”
1 John 5:20, 21.

OUR subject this morningsgrmon #1946, Volume 33Eternal Life within Present GrasgRead/download entire ser-
mon athttp://www.spurgeongems.ajgWas concerning laying hold on eternal life, anthdught that | would say a
little more, tonight, about eternal life. Many pémpvhen they hear or read that expression, suppase
it means heaven. It does mean that, but it mearch more. Eternal life commenchere—it begins in
the believer as soon as he is born-again. Thered¢aves into him that same life which he will have
throughout eternity! Eternal life is not a thing @fanges. The river widens and deepens, as | showed
you this morning, but it is always the same rivéithe water of life; it always flows from the same
source—it is always constituted in the ; it simpds us of certain impediments that hamper our lifae
in its upward flow. The life of the Christian, here the triumphant life that is to be enjoyed ladter! It
is one and the same life so far as its real nasurencerned.

It was the great end of the life, death and wdrKlrist to give this eternal life to all believeide
came into the world on purpose, that they shoulevier live through Him. He has not accomplished His
design in you, my hearer, unless He has made yewhto God. There is a Savior—that you know—
but He isnot your Savior unless He has infused into you aitifmitely superior to that which was born
in you at the first. “You must be born-again.” Abg that new birth you must receive a higher andemor
divine life than that which throbs in your bosomrmture. Judge for yourself whether Christ has come
into the world to any purpose that affects you aspecially judge whether you have received eternal
life at His hands. Remember how it is written, “Asny as received Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that beliavdi® name: which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, baf God.” The ever-living God is not the Father efad
souls, but He is the Father of those whom Heduaskenedand the power to become sons of God lies,
in a great measure, in the life which is divinetyparted to all who receive Christ and believe oa Hi
name.

It is in the power of Christ to give this eterthéd. In the verse preceding our first text, therd.de-
sus, addressing His Father, says of Himself, “Yauehgiven Him power over all flesh, that He should
give eternal life to as many as You have given Hihine Father has life in Himself and He quickenrs al
who live; and even so, the Son of God, our Lordige&shrist, has life in Himself; and this life He-im
parts to all who believe in Him. It is in His powter bestow that life upon every soul that trustskind
He delights in exercising His divine prerogative.

Our Lord Jesus bestows this eternal life only uple elect. Speaking to His Father, in the verse |
guoted just now, He says of Himself, “You have git¢im power over all flesh that He should give
eternal life to as many as You have given Him.” Gag an elect people. So long as the Bible endures,
there is no way of getting that doctrine out afrless men willfully pervert its plainest teachifgom
before the foundation of the world the Lord chospeaple unto Himself, according to the sovereign
purpose of His own will, even as He says, “I wilvie mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will
have compassion on whom | will have compassion.&sehpeople whom God has chosen are made
known by their being quickened, in due time, inthigher and superior life than that of the flesil T
then they are like the rest of mankind; dead adtlgdbones of Ezekiel's Valley of Vision; but the d
vine breath of the Eternal Spirit blows upon therd ¢ghey are made to live and stand upon their &aet,
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exceedingly great army! By this test can all of ¥mow whether you are the subjects upon whom God’s
grace has worked. Is there a new life within yaaul® Have you been raised from death unto life?eHav
you been made to feel new emotions, new desiras loregings, new pains and new joys? For, if you
have, then are you the people of God! But if nqirdy that in you, also, divine grace may yet hesth
magnified.

The guestion for us now to consider is in whatsdibes eternal life consist? | do not propose to an
swer the question as it might be answered, in uariways, but only according to the first of our two
texts: “This is life eternal, that they might knokou, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You
have sent.”

|. First, then, ETERNAL LIFE CONSISTS IN THE KNOWLEDGEF THE ONLY TRUE GOD.

Let us think for a little while upon the lack dfis knowledge. The loss of this knowledge followed
upon the Fall. As long as man knew his God, trubiedsod and obeyed his God, he was happy enough.
But man must know the fallen spirit and, once mgkatquaintance with him, man must know the
knowledge of good and evil. And, contrary to thed’® command, he must take of the forbidden fruit
and eat. So he lost the knowledge of God and, thdhloss, he lost everything! The highest privéled
manhood is to be acquainted with God; and wherfimirfather turned his back upon God and began to
unlearn whatever he had known of his Creator anidrget all that had been revealed concerning his
Lord, then came the Fall; and it was a fall, indeed

Out of this lack of knowledge of God grew all manof idolatries. Man must have a God; he cannot
be happy without one. There are some who struggjie before they yield, but, as surely as a dog must
have a master, so surely man must have a God! Thergreat superior Being, our Creator, Preserver
and Judge, whom we must have as our Redeemeiseomvel are utterly undone. Without God, our na-
ture is disabled and divided; its best part hasawiay—it becomes dead, in fact, when it becomea-sep
rated from God. It was the lack of knowledge of dmy true God that led men to bow down before
blocks of wood and stone, to worship the sun, maeh stars—and to set up all manner of visible ob-
jects and to say of them—"These are our gods.”t®@Rkyhat terrible mischief, to what mental and spir-
itual death, the lack of the knowledge of God leasthe sons of men!

Nor is this all that the lack of the knowledgetlo¢ true God has produced in us. It has spoiled the
best aspirations of the noblest men such as PtatcSacrates. Blindly feeling after God, yet without
truly knowing Him, what could they do? They couigerto no great height; they could accomplish but
little. Men such as they reared an altar and ibsdithereon, “To the unknown god.” But what kind of
prayer is that which is offered to a god whom wendb know? What comfort can come out of an un-
known god? What peace, what rest, and what joyccame from a being after whom we grope in the
dark, but whom we do not know? Not to know the amle God is death—death even to the noblest
spirits among us! But it is a much more terriblattieto those who, knowing nothing of God, seek that
which will please self, indulge their vile lustsdafollow their unbridled passions! What is all that-
deed, but the result of the fact that, not know@ag, they are seeking to submit themselves to some
other lord? Man must have a master! He is like @dthat must have a rider! He is so constitutedl th
unless he yields himself to a power superior todeify he grovels and sinks down yet more and more
until his condition is little better than that dfet beasts that perish! Indeed, in some respects,werse
off than they are.

| can scarcely picture what manhood would haven lleee had never fallen. The chief joy, | think,
would have been that each one among us would hadedhe only true God as ours. We should have
been born into the world, whatever our circumstancmder the patronage of God! We would have
gone forth to our labor, sweetly singing in the pamionship of God. We would have retired to out res
at night—supposing that things had been as they@ane—and we would have fallen asleep as in the
embraces of our God, or on our Father’s breastsDayuld have had a brightness about them superior
to any the sun can yield, and nights would haver@ting for us to dread even in their densest-dark
ness, for the Lord would still have been therel!aAshild is happy and knows no care nor need while a
good father provides for him everything he needshswvould man have been. Oh, men are miserable
who have not known their God! Unhappy men! Well risayipture speak of them as dead, for it is death
to be without the knowledge of God!

But, brothers and sisters, what is this knowledfjy&od which is eternal life? Let us talk a little
aboutthe meaning of this knowledgk.is not eternal life to know that theris a God! A great many
people know as much as that and still remain déadse who know not that there is a God are dead in
the dark, but those who know that there is a Gatlyat do not trust Him, are dead in the light! That
condition is, perhaps, the worse of the two. At eate, it involves a greater responsibility. Yetkhow
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that there is a God is not the same thingramsvingGod. | may know that there is a Queen of England,
but | may not know her. | know that there are mpagsons in the world whom | do not know and it is a
sad thing for anyone to know that there is a Gadlyaat not truly to know God.

To explain what is meant by knowing God, | must, $est, that it is to know Him as God, that is to
say, to know Him as God to us. | have already yold that everybody has something that is god tg him
something that is superior to himself, and whidesunim; something to which he looks up to and Wwhic
he worships. Now, the great invisible Jehovahaie God that made heaven and earth, in whose hands
our breath is, who has revealed Himself in the ifiyriaf His divine persons, Father, Son and HolyrSpi
it—the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob—tloel Gf the whole earth, must be God to us! That
means that we reverence Him, that we bow before &imorshippers, that we submit ourselves to His
law, that we seek to do His pleasure. No man rdalbyws God who does not know Him as God, and
does not accept Him as His God—and to accept GgowsGod is eternal life! This is how eternal life
becomes yours! And if you have come to that pgiot, have eternal life.

Still, that statement does not fully explain witais to know God. It is to be on terms of personal
acquaintance with Him. The Lord is not to be semither can His footsteps be heard, but to know God
is to be conscious of His presence by an inwardes@rhich does both see and hear. It is to feelHleat
is everywhere—on the land or on the sea and, krpthiat He is there, to rejoice in being with Him! |
fact, it is to find great delight in this God wh® mot far from any of us. It is to be (let me puvery
plainly) on speaking terms with Hinit is to be so reconciled to Him that you havednead of Him, no
bondage and fear when you think of Him.

You then regard God as your best friend whom yme land, in whom you delight, to whom you
talk as naturally as you talk to friend or fathatp whose bosom you pour your griefs, into whosarh
you tell your joys. God is nearer than your mostifear friend, nearer to you than eyes and eararere
to you than your own body, for He gets within ysoul, which your body can never do! If you really
know, experimentally, what | am talking about, yrave eternal life. If this is so, that you know tire
ly true God, distinctly recognizing His presengeeaking with Him and rejoicing in Him and, if, aleov
all, you are striving to be like He—if His Spirit you is photographing the image of God upon y@ur n
ture so that the old image, which He gave to Adaum which was effaced by sin, is being reproduced i
you by the Holy Spirit; then you know the only tr@ed and this, dear friends, is eternal life!

Now, having shown you what the lack of this knadge produces and the meaning of this
knowledge, let me briefly speak thfe connection between the knowledge of God amdattée.

A man without God is a living man, of course, far works, he eats, and he drinks. Yes, but he has
missed the only true life. He has missed a seagpiness which is the veggsencef life and, without
which life is really death. You do not know it, ddeearer, if you have never believed in Christ! And
do not expect you to believe what | say, but letteleyou that there is a something that makes life
worth living when you once come to know God. Thisr@ secret bliss—I cannot call it anything less
than bliss! There is a little heaven, a compendicampressed, essential heaven which God drops into
that soul that lives with Him, so that we know thdtich makes us leap for joy and makes us bless God
that we were ever created! If | had no God, | cadyg, “Cursed was the day in which it was said yo m
mother that a man-child was born into the worldut Bow | thank God for my existence! Sometimes,
when in great pain and anguish, yet having God wi¢h | have felt inclined not to curse the day gf m
birth, but to rejoice that | was ever born, evehhad to live a life of perpetual pain, seeingtthave a
God who is, indeed, my own!

To have a God also means that you have a gramdtolg in life. Look at many of you, how you
work hard from morning to night just to provide egb to keep body and soul together. If you have not
a God, you are wretched creatures, indeed! Busldnee who tugs at the oar of the galley and receive
no pay but the cruel lash, is a happy and blessadifrGod is with him! Many and many a Huguenot
prisoner, condemned for life to the galleys becaidds faith, has been happier than the king upisn
throne who thrust him there! With God, all condiisoof life become life that is life, indeed—but it
out Him, there is nothing to live for! Here is agodellow who lives till he has accumulated millg#-it
must be all the harder to die and leave so muclst ihnot? What is the good of it? To get a parplgra
in the lllustrated London News saying that So-andd#&d worth so much? Oh, the misery of having
existed for so small a result! But when you havelGmu have something to live for, something that
makes every little thing sublime and turns the noashmon actions of daily life into a holy exercide
a royal priesthood unto the Most High!

The man who has God also has the explanationgoéa many things which puzzle other people
and he has something better, still, for he halod to fall back upon when he cannot explain amghi
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| like, sometimes, to have to pull up against aehgranite rock and feel, “I never shall see throtigtt
rock and | shall never see my way through thatailiffy.” Well, | do not need to see my way through

| do not need a tunnel from here to New Zealandyal? | know that | cannot go through the very hear
of the earth and | have no wish to do so. | am gag to know that | cannot, by a stamp of my foot,
force my way through to the other side of the gjdbevould be a poor globe if | could! | would not
worship a god that I could fully understand. | di know how | would feel devout over a faith which
perfectly comprehended. If | could put my religioto my pocket, like a box of lozenges, | shouldrso
suck it all away, but | like something that is gtanthan my loftiest thought, more sublime thanmy
blest conceptions, and which tops me altogethed IAimd it a blessed thing in life, when troubletith

all these difficult problems of our teeming popidatand ever-present distress, to fall back upas th
fact—"There is a God who will overrule it all anfdpm the seeming evil, will produce a good; andrfro
that good something better, to His own praise dod/fj

A man with God—you may strip him, but he is clatha the light of God. A man with God—you
may shut him up in prison, but he is perfectlyila¢ity, for his spirit soars into the immensitiégsman
with God; he may be afflicted with a hundred digsaat once, but he has the best of all health, #heen
sanity of his soul' A man with God has a windowhise room—a man without God goes round, and
round, and round, and looks, but does not see mgy#t all! Sometimes he thinks, “I wish that | tbu
see something, but there is nothing to be seenth®se who are without God, the future is all ankja
they call themselves “agnostics”—that is, men wbadt know anything. But you who have God look
for eternal life in His presence. If men talk touyof joy, you say, “Oh, yes, there must be joy t@ o
who is at peace with God. It cannot be that any mlan loves God and is reconciled to Him, should be
perpetually unhappy!” That cannot be, so that, newing God, there springs up in the man’s heart a
hope, no, amssurancehat it must be well with his soul and that, thodgeaven and earth should pass
away, God’s Word can never pass away, and therefoeesafety of the man who clings to that Word
must be secure! Yes, to know the only true God igdt where life is life, to get into eternal liferet
mere existence, but into that which is worthy tacchked life, indeed!

Il. Now, dear brothers and sisters, in the second plamtece that ETERNAL LIFE ALSO CON-
SISTS IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST, WHOM GOD BAENT—This is life eternal,
that they might know You, the only true God, ansu¥Christ, whom You have sent.”

Our second text shows that the first one by nomm@aplies that Jesus Christ is not God, for it ex-
pressly declares, concerning Jesus Christ, “Thisadrue God, and eternal life.” This is the teaghof
both passagest would not be eternal life to know God apart fr@hrist God the Father, apart from
Jesus Christ, is just an Almighty Being infinitglyst, whose laws | have violated; a Being infinjtiv-
ing, who would bless me, but who cannot do so wihiielate His laws; a God full of tremendous pow-
er and unerring wisdom who would exercise all tifesene but that I, having broken His law, the pen-
alties of that law are inevitable, and cannot herged! It was wise and just on God’s part to agpen
penalty to sin; nothing could be crueler than tovalmen to sin without being punished for it! It wid
be abhorrent to a God of Love as much as to a &ddstice if sin could be made a trifle and theesrav
no punishment attached to it. The first knowledge gnd | ever get of God, when we come to know
Him, is as one who is infinitely loving, but whaogvertheless, no, whigr that very reasonis infinitely
Just andnust punish sin

No one knows the true God in the real sense oWwletge except through Jesus Christ, for no man
comes unto the Father but by the Son. But evea dduld know God, in a measure, apart from the-reve
lation of Him in Christ Jesus, it would be a knodde of terror that would make him flee away and
avoid God! It would not be life to our souls to kn@&od apart from His Son, Jesus Christ! We must
know the Christ whom He has sent or our knowledgesadnot bring eternal life to us. But, beloved,
when we see God in Christ meeting us, demandirenalty and yet providing it, Himself, decreeing the
punishment most justly and then bearinglinself When we see Him to be both judge and expiation,
both ruler and sacrifice, then we see that “hei®ilove, not that we loved God, but that He loved u
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for ous$ifThen it is, in the knowledge of Gawal Christ and
GodthroughChrist, that we find that we have entered intoretklife!

Let me add, here, that it would not be eternal id know Jesus ChrigtHe were not God+ as
some say, He was only a good man—that He was ogbod man is impossible, for He was the worst
of impostors if He was not God, for He spoke of H&ih as God! And if He were not divine, then He
imposed on men. If He were nothing but a mere rhaw; could He give us eternal life? And of what
use were trust in Him? But if He who bled on Cajvamas very God of very God, as well as man, then
the sacrifice He offered has an infinite value aliband |, even I, dare trust my soul to Him witre
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full assurance that there must be, in such a Saafmlity to save to the uttermost all them thatheoun-
to God by Him!

How do we come to know Christ? | do not think &cassary, at this time, to explain much about
how we know Christ, because | am addressing thaissahpersons who do know Him. Brothers and
sisters, you know Chrish the glory of His divine persoisod and man. You have no doubts about ei-
ther His deity or His humanity; you have tastedh# sympathy that comes to you through His Man-
hood, and you have felt the majesty of His Godhé#aljs to you your brother and yet your God! You
know Him, then, in the glory of His person.

You also know Him irthe peace-speaking power of His precious blddds is, to me, the best evi-
dence of the truth of our holy religion. | was oriceubled and tossed to and fro, driven almoste®- d
pair under a sense of sin—it was only when | urtdecs Christ’ssubstitutionarysacrifice and realized
that He stood in my place and bore my sin in Hisid@wedy on the cross that | obtained peace with God!
| know the power of His blood by the peace it biniugne! Do not many of you know it also? | am sure
that many of you do. Whenever sin returns to agsailand you get troubled and perplexed, do you not
go and look, again, to Christ upon the cross, dingbar anxiety disappears? The wounds of Jesusdble
a balsam that heals your wounds! And His deathdyid¢he life that delivers you from going down to
death!

We also know Christ ithe perfection of His righteousnedy faith we have put on that glorious
robe and we have gone in unto God with our broshgdarments on; and the Lord has accepted us for
His sake; and we have come from the divine preserceedingly comforted and blessed, “accepted in
the Beloved.” We know, dear friends, now, what camion with God means. | have never seen Him,
but | know Him better than anybody | ever saw! Véaever heard His voice, nor do | expect to hear i
till these ears are deaf in the grave, unless trel should first come suddenly, but | know His eic
better than | know the voice of anyone on earttéint discern it in a moment. A stranger will | nok-f
low, for | know not the voice of strangers, buthére is any truth of God uttered, | know thathrby a
kind of instinct within my soul. The charm of ittisat Jesus has spoken it and it commands my immedi
ate loyal acceptance. Question anything Christdaé$? Brethren, if | find Christ contradicting eyer
thing that | evethought of or any decision | hadrrived at | would, without regret, fling every thought
in my mind to the winds—and | would embrace eadtable that He has spoken with a joy most intense
and a loyalty that never questions!

| have heard of “life in London.” | do not know wtuabout what that expression means, but | know
what life in Christ is, and there is nothing like Liife in heaven is only life in ChristfHe were gone
from the realms of bliss, there would be no lifeheaven, itself—the center, the core, the souhefav-
erlasting joy of the redeemed lies in the fact bfi§t being with them and their knowing Him! Thes i
life eternal, to know Jesus Christ whom God has, semd to know God in Him.

This will give you life, you daughters of despaino are at death’s dark door: know God and Christ
and you shall live! This will give you life, youshppointed ones, to whom life seems to be likeckesii
orange which you would gladly throw away! This vk the cup of life, again, and put into it thetaec
of true life. This will give you something to trustt This will give you rest to your spirit, thisilvgive
you power for service, this will give you a holypectancy for the world to come! In fact, everything
that life means comes to the man who knows Godkawoavs Christ: and everything that death means
comes to the man who doest know God, and doesot know Christ; he is dead even while he contin-
ues to exist.

I have finished all my discourse but for one frag Did you notice the last clause in our second
text? “This is the true God, and eternal life. leitthildren, keep yourselves from idols.” Do yoe $kee
drift of the apostle’s injunction? You live by theie God, you live by Jesus Christ—therefore, keep
yourselves from idols. Idols are untrue gods amy tre death to you. Therefore, “Little childreegh
yourselves from idols.”

Of course, | need not say to you that we mustfallyepreserve our integrity in the matter of wor-
shipping anything thatan be seenNo child of God may dare to worship a picture,irmage, or any-
thing that is visible! | would like to break out e¥ery church window every image of the saintg, ites
should be worshipped; and especially to banish fatinpublic observation every symbol and sign that
ever has been worshipped in the Church of Romethest should be worshipped again! | see, in the
symbolism of certain churches, a tendency to setaumpething visible as an object of worship. Remem-
ber the commandment, “You shall have no other dmdsre Me,” that is, haveothingto worship but
God, and then, next, “You shall not make unto yoy @ngraved image, or any likeness of anything that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneatthat is in the water under the earth: you |lshat
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bow down yourself to them, nor serve them: ford tlord your God am a jealous God, visiting the-niq
uity of the fathers upon the children unto thedhand fourth generation of them that hate Me; and
showing mercy unto thousands of them that love niekeep My commandments.” The worship of the
cross, the crucifix, the “consecrated” bread, oytlaing of that kind is sheer idolatry, and it alway
brings death with it! Gospel light dies out wheryttimg but the true God is worshipped. Therefore,
away with idols! Have a holy iconoclastic zeal agaianything that is regarded by men with the rever
ence which is due to God, alone!

But keep yourselves from all other idols; from ttlels of your own brain, from creeds of your own
making, from thoughts of your own imagining. Keepuyselves from letting anything but God rule you.
Keep yourselves from golden idols; keep yoursefves the love of fame; keep yourselves from the
adoration of human science! “Keep yourselves frdois.” There is no God but God and Christ Jesus,
His Son, is the only Mediator between God and rk@&ep yourselves from allowing anything but God
to get the upper hand of you. Make not gods of selues, your own persons; make not gods of your
families, make not gods of your children. Verilysdy unto you, there are many who worship their chi
dren, and set them up as little gods! And when #reytaken away from them, as they will be whemy the
worship them, then they cry out against God masedyy. How could they think that God would allow
the little Dagons to be set up in His place? It mhesGod first, God last, God midst, and God withou
end! May He make it so with us that, from now ore ghall have this eternal life which consists in
knowing the only true God, and Jesus Christ whonh&kesent! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
PSALM 27.

Verse 1.The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shédiar?

If all your light comes from the Father of lightsith whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning, you need not be afraid of losing your tigithe Lord is my light and my salvation.” If your
salvation comes from the God of salvation, if itngrked out by the Savior, our Lord Jesus Chrigy y
need not be afraid that you will ever be robbedhat salvation; and you may confidently sing, “Jeho
vah is my light and my salvation; whom shall | f&ar

1. The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shi# afraid?

“He puts His own force into me and if He who isropotent is the strength of my life, who can
stand against me? If my strength were in mysetfight well be afraid, but if it is in God, along, ‘the
Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall | b&aid?’ Dismiss your fears, then, whatever may b
the cause of them, all you who are trusting inltbed Jehovah! The causes of fear are many, but the
cure of fear is one, namely, faith in the living God!

2. When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes,uggeane to eat up my flesh, they stumbled
and fell.

This is the record of the psalmist’s past expeeemavid was a soldier and he had a soldier’'s dan-
gers and a soldier’s deliverances. And here hessvthie history of his battles. These are dispatithes
the field. When the psalmist’'s enemies rushed uponlike hungry lions seeking to eat him up, they
stumbled and fell! He had not to fight, or everséoind a trumpet, for the Lord fought for him!

3. Though an host should encamp against me, my héait sot fear: though war should rise
against me, in this will | be confident.

The past gives him confidence both for the preaedtfor the future. Happy is the man who can fall
back upon his past experience, not to make obédato lie upon, but to make of it a lever with @hto
lift his soul out of the Slough of Despond! | thihkave sometimes said that we may use our past-exp
riences as the bargemen use their oars when trey packward to drive the boat forward. You must
never lie down upon past mercies and say, “I amsfgad with all that has happened,” but use the fmas
help you in the present and the future.

4. One thing have | desired of the LORD, that wileek after; that | may dwell in the house of the
LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beaitthe LORD, and to inquire in His temple.

David wanted to spend his days in the house oGloid and we, also, may do the same, not only in
the place that is used for public worship, but veler we may be! The great house of God is every-
where and His children can always be at home with.Hhat is the ideal of a Christian’s life, to ak
ways in God’s house—

“No more a stranger or a guest,
But like a child at home.”
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David desired not only that he might dwell in Gotmuse, but that he might spend his time in adoring
contemplation of the beauty of his God: “to behthld beauty of the Lord.” Did you ever think of the
wonderful beauties that there are in the charadtdre Most High? If you want to see them, behoiohH
who is altogether lovely, in whom the Father idotomost clearly seen, though veiled in human flesh!
This should also beur lifelong work, to study, to understand, and toogrhe beauty of the Lord, “and
to inquire in His temple,” not only to see Him, latspeak with Him and to hear Him speak. A Chris-
tian is one who makes inquiries of his God—he ismguirer when he begins, and he should be an in-
quirer till he ends. The apostle Peter tells us tina angels belong to the honorable company afiing
ers concerning “things that accompany salvatiodvhich things the angels desire to look into.” Chris
tian men should go to God with their inquiries avtten they come to public worship, this should be on
great end of it, “to inquire in His temple.”

5. For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in igevilion.

“For"—and this is a reason for dismissing all oear: “in the time of trouble He shall hide me.
am so little that | may easily be hidden away by @ao great as God is. ‘He shall hide me in Hislpavi
ion,” in His own royal tent, and beneath the mgjedtHis sovereignty my soul shall find perfect sec
ty.”

5. In the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me.

“In that most holy place where none can come amddiv those whom God brings there! In the sa-
cred spot where the security must be absolutehdrtabernacle of sacrifice sprinkled with the bladd
atonement, shall He hide me.” Oh, what a hidingela this for one who is in trouble!

5. He shall set me up upon a rock.

What perfect security the child of God has, finstthe pavilion of sovereignty, next, in the segrec
of sacrifice, and thirdly, on the rock of immutatyl “He shall set me up upon a rock.”

6. And now shall my head be lifted up above my eneroiesd about me: therefore will | offer in
His tabernacle sacrifices of joy; | will sing, yeéwyill sing praises unto the LORD.

If an ungodly man’s head were lifted up above Hismies, he would begin to denounce them and
to curse them. But when a believer's head is tiftedlup, he begins to praise his God. Then are his
songs louder and sweeter than they ever were béforeill sing, yes, | will sing praises unto the
LORD.”

7.Hear, O LORD, when | cry with my voice: have me&isp upon me, and answer me.

| thought you were going to sing, David, but yoe at prayer, | see. This is how we live spiritual-
ly—we breathe in the air by prayer, and we bredttmt by praise! This is the holy respiration of a
Christian’s life! Prayer and praise must be minglea divinely wise proportion, and then they make
sweet incense, acceptable to God. | hope we cathaawe have never finished praying but that vet fe
we must begin singing, and that we have neverlfedssinging but that we must begin praying! What a
blessed interchange this makes for the whole ef fif will sing, yes, | will sing praises unto therd.
Hear, O Lord, when | cry with my voice: have meralgo, upon me, and answer me.”

8. When You said, Seek you My face; my heart saidyumio Your face, LORD, will | seek.

The child of God knows His Father’'s voice and regfsoto it. God’s Word is like a seal, and we
should be like the wax, ready to take the imprdsis. 6Seek you My face.” “Your face, Lord will |
seek.” It is the same expression reversed, justigsvhen the seal makes an impression.

9. Hide not Your face far from me.

| do not know why the translators put in that wdffdy.” It is printed in italics, but it should not be
there at all! “Hide not Your face from me at allyrbord. | do not ask You not to hide it far from me
but | pray You not to hide it at all! Make no breiakmy sunlight. Let me always see You; this islall
ask. Hide not Your face from me.”

9. Put not Your servant away in anger.

“Put not Your servant away.” God will not put awiis children, but He does, sometimes, put His
servants away. | know that this is often a prayjemme. | wonder whether it is yours also—"Dismiss
me not from Your service, Lord.” We may remain ldisldren, and yet we may scarcely be fit to be
employed, any longer, in His service. Let this bearyprayer as well as David’s, “Put not Your setvan
away in anger.”

9. You have been my help.

“Yes, that You have, O Lord! You have been my Help.

9, 10.Leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my satvaVhen my father and my mother for-
sake me, then the LORD will take me up.
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There is a poor child, and his father and motheeh#oth gone away and left him. But the Divine
Father comes along, picks the child up and claspgdHis bosom: “Then the Lord will take me upt” |
is a wonderful thing to be taken up by God! A maaspers in business and people say, “Oh, yes, he
may get on very well, for such-and-such a great hastaken him up!” But how much better shall you
and | prosper who can say, “The Lord will take np&ulf He has taken us up, what a wonderful Patron
we have! There is no other like the Lord!

11.Teach me Your way, O LORD.

“I am only a child. Teach me, Lord. | am fatherles&l motherless. Take me into Your orphanage
and teach me Your way, O Lord!”

11.And lead me in a plain path, because of my enemies.

“Make my way to be very straightforward! May myelibe such that | never have to apologize for it!
May there be no places in it about which unpleagagstions can be asked! Lead me in a plain path be
cause of my enemies. If they can find fault with, tirey will do so and if they cannot rightly finduit
with me, they will make up some accusation agaimst Therefore, O Lord, ‘lead me in a plain path be-
cause of my enemies.”

12, 13.Deliver me not over unto the will of my enemiesfédse witnesses are risen up against me,
and such as breathe out cruelty. | had fainted ssllehad believed to see the goodness of the L@QRD i
the land of the living.

Men say that “seeing is believing,” but that is troe—believingis seeing! So David says, “l had
fainted unless | had believed to see.” It ishajievingthat we see “the goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living.”

14.Wait on the LORD.

| think | hear David say this short sentence tdheae in this great assembly tonight, “Wait on the
Lord.”

14.Be of good courage and He shall strengthen yourtheait, | say.

David says it from his own experience, and thust a&re, puts his name and seal at the end of the
Psalm—‘Wait, | say"—

14.On the LORDEveryone who has ever proven the power of prayer msa the same words as
David did! The preacher certainly does and withgbalmist, he exclaims, “Wait, | say, on the Lord.”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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